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Why boring? It's too much in line with my experience and 
common sense. It means that I could call on 
existing experience to understand it, so I was 
able to instantly build up a stereotype of what a 
supermarket should look like.

The underground 
is different

The bus is 
different

But the 
supermarket?

I want to see if I could find new ways of looking 
at and observing something that we are so 
familiar with that we are tired of it. This is one of 
the important meanings of the word "observation"

questions

update

become
?



So I chose the potato shelf of this supermarket. 
Potatoes are usually the most common thing I buy 
in supermarkets.

Impressions Firstly, I did my best to portray the potato as I 
remembered it: this is the impression left in my 
memory of the potatoes as I observed it in my 
past experience.
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The most specific one



Then I went into the supermarket. 
Beyond my imagination, I found heart-shaped 
potatoes in Waitrose! Varda picked it up in a field 
and now I pick it up in the supermarket. 

The fact I wonder if this means some change in our living 
environment, for example, the standards for picking 
up potatoes in supermarkets has become more 
forgiving.
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The most specific one



I summarized last week's findings and established 
the logic for the next observation.

Progress this week My identity: Observer → Consumer → Diner



I created a comparison chart to compare the potatoes 
I remembered with the ones I could find in the UK to 
see the differences. 

As an observer Through this process, I realized that the reason 
for the difference was that the criteria used to filter 
potatoes had changed.





As an observer In addition, I introduced a new element, colour, and a larger quantity to complete a chart of 
potatoes in my impression versus actual ones.







The medium I used to draw these potatoes was 
Post-It notes with no glue on the back. They are 
small, square and not fixed.

Why Post-It Notes? This means that they are flexible and come with 
some sort of pre-existing framework that can be 
rearranged and discussed by others according to 
their understanding.
So all I'm offering is an imaginative approach 
with a coordinate axis.



This time I came to the supermarket as a consumer.As a consumer I observed the actions, language, and criteria used 
by other consumers in selecting potatoes and finally 
made my own choice.



An interesting little discovery was that although the 
potato shelf displayed 22 different types of potatoes, 
they were grouped into eight on the checkout machine.

As a consumer It's also a kind of criteria that people use to select 
potatoes.





I bought some potatoes from Waitrose and cooked 
them.

As a diner In this process, through the act of 'eating potatoes', 
potatoes are connected to other ingredients in my 
kitchen, to different cultures, and to the world we 
live in.











What's between them?

and how?



This larger level of relationship reminds me of that 
famous geographical model: the "Potsdam potato". 

As a diner This is a way of observing and understanding the 
shape of the Earth based on the distribution of 
gravity, in which the whole Earth is shaped like a 
potato.



I've organised all these thoughts around the potato 
into a larger grid that represents how the potato 
affects our culture, our lives and our understanding 
of things.

As a diner So I chose to make it look like a map in which the 
world revolves around the potato.

In the past, the logic of drawing a map was often to 
place the most critical elements at the centre of the map. 
According to this method, I put the potato at the center of 
the world.





Finally, I'd like to say a few words about the grid I'm 
using. I tried to use a systematic approach to deal 
with what I found in the process of observation: 
starting from one potato, to a wide range of 
potatoes, to things and cultures associated with 
potatoes.

The grid I use Horizontal and vertical lines interwoven into the grid 
represent different meanings at different stages:
In the first, the grid represents contrast;
In the second, the grid is the axis;
In the third, the grid is orientation;
In the fourth, the grid is latitude and longitude.



That's all Maybe living on a planet shaped by 
the potato is not bad


